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Top News Daily Brief Capsule

Bengaluru’s Breaking Point?
900 Vehicles Per Kilometre
— And Counting

Bengaluru’s vehicle count has crossed

1.2 crore as of March 31, 2026, putting

severe pressure on its 14,063-km road

network, with about 900 vehicles per

km. Nearly 7.9 lakh vehicles were added

in 2025-26, up from 7.2 lakh the

previous year, driven mainly by two-

wheelers (5.2 lakh) and cars (1.5 lakh).

Limited public transport is pushing

residents to private vehicles. HSR

Layout RTO emerged as Karnataka’s top

revenue earner for the third year,

collecting Rs 1,273 crore and ranking

third nationally.... Read More 

Why Were Minors Used In
The RCB Match Phone Theft
Plot In Bengaluru?

A coordinated phone theft ring used

minors to steal at least 29 mobile

phones during the March 28 IPL match

between Royal Challengers Bengaluru

and Sunrisers Hyderabad at Bengaluru’s

M Chinnaswamy Stadium. Seven people

and seven minors from Jharkhand were

detained, and 21 phones worth about Rs

18 lakh were recovered. Police say the

group used complimentary tickets,

team jerseys and crowded stands—

especially P-3—and nearby metro

stations as cover. Investigators believe

minors were chosen both for easier

movement in crowds and lighter legal

consequences.... Read More 

Karnataka’s SSLC 3rd
Language Row: CM Says
‘Can’t Force Hindi’ As Guv
Seeks Review Of Grades
Policy

Karnataka’s policy to award only

grades, not marks, for the third

language in SSLC exams has drawn

institutional scrutiny, with the

Governor directing the government to

re-examine it after objections from

language preservation groups. Critics

say the move reduces the academic

weight of languages like Hindi, Sanskrit,

Kannada and other regional tongues,

threatening linguistic diversity and

student motivation. Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah defended the decision,

stressing Hindi is not compulsory and

should not be imposed, while Raj

Bhavan has sought consultations with

education authorities.... Read More 
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13,000 EVs Registered In
Bengaluru In A Day: Tax
Change, Fuel Costs Drive
Surge

Electric vehicle registrations in

Bengaluru surged at the end of March,

with over 13,000 EVs registered on

March 31 alone, largely two-wheelers.

This spike, which pushed average daily

registrations up nearly 400 percent

since January 2026, was driven mainly

by buyers rushing to beat new lifetime

motor vehicle taxes on EVs effective

April 1. Rising petrol and diesel prices

and concerns over fuel supply amid

Middle East tensions also boosted

demand. Statewide, Karnataka logged

54,379 EV registrations between

January and March, up over 40 percent

year-on-year.... Read More 

Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Chennai: The Bullet Train
Dream That Could Shrink
South India

India plans a southern high-speed rail

“grid” linking Bengaluru, Hyderabad

and Chennai, potentially cutting

current 8–12 hour journeys to about two

hours and integrating major IT,

manufacturing and port economies.

Announced in the Union Budget 2026-

27, the network includes Bengaluru–

Chennai, Hyderabad–Bengaluru and

Hyderabad–Chennai corridors, with

detailed project reports expected by

2026–27. Telangana has offered 500

acres near Hyderabad airport for a

terminal. However, land acquisition,

clearances and multi-state coordination

could delay completion by a decade....

Read More 
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You might like...
1 RCB Star Makes Emotional

Revelation That Helped Him: ‘DK
Anna Asked Me To Take A Break’

2 Bengaluru Metro Update: 2-Hour
Suspension On Purple Line, Check
Affected Stations

3 IMD Yellow Alert For Karnataka
Till April 4: What Bengaluru Can
Expect

4 ‘No Complaint Filed Yet’: DK
Shivakumar Dares BJP To Prove
‘Suitcase Politics’ Allegation

5 ‘It Was A Ritual’: Why A Dutch
National Sent Rotten Tomatoes,
Obscene Photos To Bengaluru
Airport?

Wrap fresh coriander or mint leaves in a

damp paper towel before storing them

in the fridge. This trick helps retain

moisture, prevents wilting, and keeps

your herbs fresh for up to a week.

Bengaluru man held for
stomping wife to death after
money row

A 34-year-old woman, Kavya, was

allegedly murdered by her husband,

Kariyappa, at their Bengaluru home

after a prolonged dispute over

money. Police say he stomped on her

neck during an argument on

Wednesday afternoon, leading to her

death. The couple, originally from

Belagavi, frequently quarreled over

finances and property and had two

children. A friend claimed Kariyappa

harassed Kavya and suspected an

extramarital affair. Police have

arrested the husband, registered a

murder case, and are probing

financial and relationship angles.

... Read More 

Explain it like I'm 5
Imagine the sun warming up water in lakes

and rivers. The water turns into tiny invisible

drops called vapor and goes up into the sky.

When the vapor gets cold, it joins together to

form clouds. When too much collects, the

drops fall down as rain!

BDA pivots to vertical housing,
plans 4251 new Bengaluru
flats

The Bangalore Development

Authority is shifting from large

plotted layouts to vertical housing,

launching six apartment projects

across Bengaluru worth about Rs

3,200 crore and adding 4,251 flats

from 1BHK to 4BHK. Major schemes

include nearly 2,500 units at

Konadasapura with a commercial

complex. Driven by high demand and

limited land, BDA says apartments

allow more efficient land use.

Improved sales are linked to an

online allotment system and bulk

purchases, even as large layouts like

NPKL and Arkavathy continue to

expand more slowly.

... Read More 
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Did you know?
Did you know? The Indian Railways is one of

the world’s largest employers, with over 1.2

million staff, and its network could circle the

Earth almost one and a half times!

Parole jumper in murder case
held after low tech police
manhunt

A 40-year-old murder convict, M

Ramakrishna, who failed to return to

Bengaluru Central Prison after his

90-day emergency parole ended on

March 10, was arrested 20 days later

for parole violation. Lacking digital

clues as he used no phone or bank

cards, police relied on physical

surveillance, tracking his family and a

phone call to his son from a coin-

operated booth in Kadur. CCTV and

local inquiries led them to a lodge

where Ramakrishna, disguised in

saffron robes, was caught and

identified.

... Read More 

Meme of the day

When you realize Sunday is almost over and

Monday is peeking around the corner!

Laid off Bengaluru techie says
renting spared him EMI stress

A Bengaluru tech professional’s

Reddit post about being laid off

without “immediate stress” has

sparked debate on housing

affordability and job insecurity. He

credited his financial comfort to

renting instead of taking a large

home loan, despite being able to buy

a Rs 2 crore flat. Many IT workers on

Reddit echoed his caution, citing AI-

driven job risks, global uncertainty

and suspected real-estate FOMO.

Financial experts also warned that

high EMIs in an unstable job market

can severely strain urban households’

finances.

... Read More 

Five Things to do today
1.  Take a brisk morning walk in your

neighborhood park.

2.  Try making a simple South Indian

breakfast at home.

3.  Call or video chat with an old friend.

4.  Read a news article about a positive

event in India.

5.  Spend 10 minutes organizing your

workspace.

Karnataka links PUCC data to
Vahan portal to curb wrongful
fines

Karnataka has begun integrating its

vehicle Pollution Under Control

Certificate (PUCC) data with the

central Vahan portal from April 1,

2026, to resolve verification issues

faced by motorists outside the state.

Earlier, Karnataka vehicle details

were not visible on Vahan, leading to

fines of up to ₹10,000 despite valid

PUCCs. Now, new PUCCs will be

auto-updated, older records added in

phases, and details accessible via

mParivahan and DigiLocker, reducing

wrongful penalties and the need for

physical documents.

... Read More 
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Bengaluru’s Breaking Point? 900
Vehicles Per Kilometre — And
Counting
Bengaluru’s vehicle population has

crossed 1.2 crore as of March 31, 2026,

highlighting mounting pressure on the

city’s already strained transport

infrastructure. According to Transport

Department data cited by The Times of

India, this translates to roughly 900

vehicles for every kilometre of road,

underscoring the mismatch between

rapid motorisation and limited road

expansion. The city added nearly 7.9

lakh vehicles in 2025-26 alone—an

average of more than 2,100 new

registrations per day and a clear rise

from 7.2 lakh the previous year. This

surge has intensified traffic congestion

across Bengaluru, even as the Greater

Bengaluru Authority’s road network

remains at about 14,063 km across five

municipal corporations. A key driver of

this growth is the lack of robust,

citywide public transport alternatives,

which continues to push commuters

toward private vehicles. Two-wheelers

dominate new registrations: of the

vehicles added in 2025-26, about 5.2

lakh were two-wheelers and 1.5 lakh

were cars. Overall, the city’s fleet now

includes around 86 lakh two-wheelers,

24.8 lakh cars, 2.9 lakh cabs and taxis,

and 3.8 lakh autorickshaws. October

2025 was the busiest month for

registrations, with 86,014 vehicles

added. The boom in vehicle ownership is

also reflected in transport department

revenues. Bengaluru’s HSR Layout

Regional Transport Office (RTO) has

emerged as Karnataka’s top revenue

earner for the third consecutive year,

collecting Rs 1,273 crore in 2025-26.

Within the city, Kasturinagar and

Jayanagar RTOs followed with Rs 1,098

crore and Rs 969 crore, respectively.

Nationally, HSR Layout ranks third in

revenue generation, behind the Pune

and Pimpri RTOs in Maharashtra.

Regional Transport Officer Deepak L

said the income comes from new vehicle

registration taxes, levies on commercial

vehicles, enforcement penalties and

other charges. The figures highlight the

dual challenge facing Bengaluru:

managing explosive vehicle growth

while addressing congestion,

environmental impact and the need for

stronger public transport systems.

Continued Reading from Top...

Why Were Minors Used In The RCB
Match Phone Theft Plot In
Bengaluru?
A high-profile Indian Premier League

(IPL) match in Bengaluru has exposed a

sophisticated theft racket that allegedly

used minors as frontline operatives,

raising concerns about security at major

public events and the exploitation of

juvenile justice provisions. During the

28 March clash between Royal

Challengers Bengaluru and Sunrisers

Hyderabad at the M Chinnaswamy

Stadium, a coordinated group is accused

of stealing at least 29 mobile phones,

many of them high-end devices. Police

have so far arrested seven adults and

detained seven minors, recovering 21

phones worth about Rs 18 lakh,

including 14 iPhones. Authorities expect

more complaints as additional victims

come forward. Investigations indicate a

clear modus operandi. The accused

reportedly entered the stadium using

complimentary tickets and blended into

the crowd by wearing team jerseys. They

targeted densely packed areas, focusing

on spectators distracted while buying

refreshments or moving through entry

and exit points. The thefts were

concentrated in the P-3 stand but

extended to approach roads, exit gates

and nearby metro stations, suggesting a

wider match-day operation rather than

isolated pickpocketing. Police traced the

minors to a Bengaluru lodge using the

live location of a stolen iPhone. The

youths had allegedly been brought from

Jharkhand in two groups, by flight and

train, and were provided with travel,

food, clothing and accommodation.

According to investigators, they were

instructed to target expensive

smartphones and were chosen because

they could move more freely in crowds

and attract less suspicion. Officers say

the strategy also appears to have

factored in the Juvenile Justice (Care and

Protection of Children) Act, 2015, under

which minors are placed in Observation

Homes rather than jails and are

generally eligible for bail. Following

leads from the minors, police arrested

Shubham Kumar, 26, believed to be the

key coordinator. The case underscores

how organised groups may exploit both

large events and legal protections in

planning criminal activity.

Continued Reading from Top...

Karnataka’s SSLC 3rd Language
Row: CM Says ‘Can’t Force Hindi’ As
Guv Seeks Review Of Grades Policy
Karnataka’s policy of awarding only

grades, instead of marks, for the third

language in SSLC (Class 10)

examinations has sparked a widening

controversy, drawing in the Raj Bhavan,

language activists and the state

government. The dispute centres on a

recent decision to assess third-language

subjects — including Hindi, Sanskrit,

Kannada and other regional languages

— on a grade-only basis. Critics argue

that without marks, these subjects will

lose academic weight, leading students

to treat them as less important.

Language organisations warn this could

undermine efforts to preserve

Karnataka’s linguistic diversity and

weaken students’ intellectual and

cultural exposure. Responding to a

representation from the Association for

Preservation of Local Languages,

Bengaluru, the Governor’s office has

formally asked the state government to

re-examine the policy. In a March 2,

2026 communication to Chief Secretary

Dr Shalini Rajneesh, the Special

Secretary to the Governor said the

Governor wants the matter reviewed

“comprehensively,” considering both

academic and administrative

implications across the education sector.

The letter notes concerns from teachers,

parents and educationists about the

long-term impact on the quality and

inclusiveness of school education. Raj

Bhavan has directed the government to

consult the Department of School

Education and other authorities and to

take “appropriate” action in the larger

interest of students and the state’s

educational objectives. The

representation stresses that third-

language education plays a key role in

fostering linguistic awareness and

intellectual development, and warns

that a grades-only system may erode

student motivation and the subject’s

academic significance. Amid this, Chief

Minister Siddaramaiah has defended the

government’s stance on language

choice, reiterating that Hindi is not

compulsory in Karnataka. He said the

government is not opposed to Hindi but

will not enforce it on students,

emphasising that those who wish to

learn the language remain free to do so.

The Raj Bhavan’s intervention marks a

notable escalation, signalling

heightened institutional scrutiny of the

policy’s educational and cultural

consequences.

Continued Reading from Top...

13,000 EVs Registered In Bengaluru
In A Day: Tax Change, Fuel Costs
Drive Surge
A dramatic spike in electric vehicle (EV)

registrations in Bengaluru at the end of

March underscores a rapid shift in urban

mobility choices, driven by tax policy

changes and mounting concerns over

fuel prices and supply. On March 31

alone, more than 13,000 EVs were

registered across 11 Regional Transport

Offices (RTOs) in the city, one of the

highest single-day tallies recorded. RTO

officials say a large proportion of these

were two-wheelers, highlighting strong

demand in the relatively low-cost

segment of the EV market. The surge has

sharply altered Bengaluru’s registration

trends. Since January 2026, the city has

averaged 267 EV registrations per day,

representing an almost 400 percent

increase over last year’s daily figures.

The end-March rush was closely tied to

the rollout of the Motor Vehicles Tax

(Amendment) Act from April 1, which

ended most lifetime road tax

exemptions for EVs. Under the new

regime, EV cars priced up to Rs 10 lakh

now face a 5 percent lifetime tax, those

between Rs 10 lakh and Rs 25 lakh are

taxed at 8 percent, and vehicles above Rs

25 lakh attract a 10 percent tax at

registration. Previously, all but the most

expensive EVs were exempt from such

taxes. Many buyers, like Bengaluru

accountant Amogh Rajat, rushed to

register vehicles before the deadline to

lock in the earlier benefits. Rising petrol

and diesel prices and fears of supply

disruptions linked to conflict in the

Middle East have further accelerated the

shift, making EVs more attractive on

cost and reliability grounds. The trend

extends beyond the city. Karnataka

recorded 54,379 EV registrations

between January and March, up from

just over 35,000 in the same period last

year—a growth of more than 40

percent. March alone saw about 24,000

registrations statewide, with Bengaluru

contributing more than half. The data

points to a clear change in consumer

behaviour, with buyers not only

embracing electric mobility but also

strategically timing purchases around

policy and price signals.

Continued Reading from Top...

Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Chennai:
The Bullet Train Dream That Could
Shrink South India
A proposed high-speed rail network

linking Bengaluru, Hyderabad and

Chennai could dramatically reshape

mobility and economic integration

across South India, compressing

journeys that now take 8–12 hours into

roughly two. Announced in the Union

Budget for 2026-27 as part of seven

national bullet train corridors, the

southern plan envisages a triangular

grid of high-speed links spanning

Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh

and Tamil Nadu, positioning the region

as a core hub in India’s emerging bullet

train ecosystem. At the heart of the

proposal are three main corridors and a

key connector. The Bengaluru–Chennai

line is expected to be among the fastest

to materialise, potentially cutting travel

time between the tech capital and the

manufacturing and port powerhouse to

about 70 minutes, while opening up

new growth centres in Andhra Pradesh

along the way. The 626-km Hyderabad–

Bengaluru “tech corridor” aims to link

two of India’s largest IT hubs in around

two hours, transforming a route that

currently takes up to 19 hours by train

and passing through emerging centres

such as Kurnool, Anantapur and

Hindupur. The most advanced on paper

is the 778-km Hyderabad–Chennai

corridor, where surveys, alignment

revisions and traffic studies are

underway and a station at Tirupati has

been added at Tamil Nadu’s request.

This line could reduce travel time

between the two capitals from about 12

hours to just over two, directly

connecting ports, industrial belts and IT

clusters across three states. Detailed

project reports for this and the

Hyderabad–Bengaluru route are

expected between late 2026 and early

2027. Beyond speed, planners see the

network as a catalyst for a more

integrated southern economic belt,

easing movement of talent and goods

and enabling development beyond

saturated metros. Telangana has already

offered 500 acres near Hyderabad’s

international airport for a potential

high-speed terminal, signalling state-

level readiness. However, the experience

of the Mumbai–Ahmedabad bullet train

— approved in 2017 and still under

construction — highlights the long

timelines and challenges ahead,

particularly around land acquisition,

clearances and multi-state coordination,

suggesting that full operations in the

south may be a decade away.
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On this day in 1975, India launched its first

satellite, Aryabhata, marking a major

milestone in the country's space program

and scientific progress.

.

On April 4, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

was assassinated in Memphis, USA,

leading to global movements for civil

rights and equality.

.

In 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization (NATO) was established by

12 countries to ensure collective security

after World War II.

.
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