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Top News Daily Brief Capsule

EVs To Get Costlier?
Karnataka To End Full Road
Tax Exemption On Electric
Cars

Karnataka plans to partially roll back its

road tax exemption on electric cars,

likely making new EVs costlier while

keeping electric two-wheelers exempt,

according to a Times of India report.

Under the Karnataka Motor Vehicles

Taxation Amendment Bill, 2026,

awaiting the governor’s assent, electric

cars up to ₹10 lakh may face 5% tax,

₹10–25 lakh 8%, and above ₹25 lakh

10% (unchanged). The move aims to

boost state revenue, potentially adding

₹259 crore annually, and marks a shift

from earlier pro-EV tax incentives....

Read More 

Failed Relationship: Youth
Crashes Bike Into Bus, Burnt
Alive In Karnataka

Police in Vijayapura, Karnataka, are

investigating a fatal motorcycle–bus

collision as a suspected suicide rather

than an accident. Rider Abhishek

Nagaral died after his bike rammed a

government bus and caught fire on 31

March 2026; all bus occupants escaped

unhurt. Hours earlier, Abhishek had

posted an Instagram video saying he

would die that day, citing distress over a

failed relationship and naming three

people he blamed for his situation.

Police have collected the video as

evidence, questioned witnesses, and say

the probe is ongoing.... Read More 

Bengaluru Traffic Alert
Tonight: Roads Closed for
Karaga, Check Alternate
Routes

Bengaluru will impose traffic

restrictions and diversions tonight for

the annual Karaga festival, with major

closures in central areas including City

Market Circle–Avenue Road Circle,

Akkipete and OTC Road as the midnight

procession moves from and returns to

Dharmaraya Swamy Temple. Police

have advised commuters to avoid the

procession route and use alternatives

via SPG Road, Town Hall and

Kempegowda Road. About 2,000

personnel, CCTV coverage and night

patrols are in place as lakhs of devotees

attend the 800-year-old festival.... Read

More 
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Secret Marriage, Rs 80 Lakh
Salary, AI Layoff: New Details
Emerge In Bengaluru Techie
Couple Suicide

A techie couple died by suicide in

Bengaluru’s Kothanur area on Tuesday,

police said. Bhanu Chander Reddy, 32,

was found dead in a locked bedroom,

leaving a note citing job loss linked to AI

and severe anxiety. Minutes after his

body was discovered, his wife, IBM

employee Bibi Shaziya Siraj, 31,

allegedly jumped from the 18th floor of

their apartment complex. The couple,

married for 2.5 years and largely

secretive about their relationship, had

moved from Hyderabad to Bengaluru

eight months ago.... Read More 

Bengaluru Auto Drivers Hit
By Double LPG Blow,
Commuter Wait Times To
Get Longer

Auto-rickshaw drivers in Bengaluru are

facing a severe crisis as auto LPG prices

soar and fuel availability drops sharply.

Rates have nearly doubled in some

areas since the West Asia conflict, while

supplies at many stations have

reportedly halved, causing kilometre-

long queues, rationing and temporary

shutdowns. Drivers are losing income

as they spend hours waiting for fuel,

sometimes pushing empty vehicles to

bunks. The state government denies a

shortage, but operators and drivers

report widespread disruption, with

commuters already experiencing delays

and fearing higher fares.... Read More 
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You might like...
1 A Dasara Star’s Second Chance:

Elephant Moved After A Decade Of
Isolation In Karnataka

2 ‘Loyal To Oracle For Life, Axed In
Weeks’: India Heartbroken Over
Sudden Cuts — What’s Next For
Workers?

3 Bengaluru Price Hike: Electricity,
Water, Toll, LPG Cost More from
Today

4 Bengaluru Rain Update: IMD
Warns Of Thunderstorms, Yellow
Alert Till April 5

5 Why Bengaluru’s Summer Is Giving
You Vomiting, Diarrhoea — Who Is
Most At Risk?

Need ripe bananas quickly for a recipe?

Place unripe bananas in a container of

uncooked rice. The rice traps ethylene

gas released by the bananas, speeding

up the ripening process naturally within

a day or two.

Bengaluru rains trigger viral
rant over repeated power cuts

A brief spell of rain in Bengaluru

brought widespread, repeated power

cuts, highlighting the city’s chronic

infrastructure issues. Cardiologist Dr

Deepak Krishnamurthy’s viral post

on X said electricity went off and on

about 20 times in an hour at his

home, prompting residents to share

similar experiences. Many criticised

the irony of India’s tech hub

struggling with basic services, saying

outages disrupt work-from-home

and daily life. The incident has

renewed debate over the city’s

unreliable power systems during

even moderate rainfall.

... Read More 

Explain it like I'm 5
Rain happens when the sun heats water in

rivers, lakes, and oceans, turning it into tiny

water drops called vapor. These float up and

make clouds. When the clouds get heavy,

the water falls back to earth as rain.

Juvenile gang from Jharkhand
held for IPL stadium phone
thefts

Bengaluru’s Cubbon Park Police have

busted an alleged juvenile theft gang

from Jharkhand that targeted

spectators during the RCB vs SRH IPL

opener at M. Chinnaswamy Stadium.

One adult, Shubham Kumar, 26, and

several minors were detained, with 21

stolen mobile phones worth about

₹18 lakh recovered. Police say 11 boys

travelled from Jharkhand, rented

rooms, and executed planned thefts

amid post-match crowds.

Investigators suspect more minors

are involved and are probing links to

similar IPL-related phone thefts in

Chennai, indicating a wider

interstate network.

... Read More 
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Did you know?
Did you know? The Indian Railways is the

world’s eighth largest employer, with over 1.3

million employees, connecting thousands of

towns and cities every day!

Bengaluru Peripheral Ring
Road project revived as BDA
invites tenders

The Bangalore Development

Authority has invited tenders for the

first 20-km package of Bengaluru’s

long-delayed Peripheral Ring Road,

now called the Bangalore Business

Corridor, at an estimated cost of Rs

3,348 crore. The stretch from

Tumakuru Road to Ballari Road will

be built under a DBOT model, with

36 months for construction and 10

years of operation, potentially

opening by mid-2029. About 83% of

land for this package is acquired,

though progress depends on pending

High Court cases over certain land

parcels.

... Read More 

Meme of the day

When you open the fridge and still don’t

know what to eat!

AI leopard photo sparks panic
and probe in Karnataka town

An AI-generated image of a black

leopard in Karnataka’s Mandya

district sparked panic, with residents

staying indoors and filing

complaints. The forest department

launched searches using drones and

surveillance but found no evidence of

any leopard and confirmed the photo

was digitally created. Despite official

clarification, fear persisted, leading

authorities to install a cage trap with

a dog as bait. The incident highlights

how AI-generated misinformation on

social media can trigger public alarm,

waste resources, and complicate real-

time response by officials.

... Read More 

Five Things to do today
1.  Try a new Indian breakfast recipe at

home

2.  Read for 20 minutes before bedtime

3.  Call a friend or family member to catch

up

4.  Take a 15-minute walk after lunch

5.  Declutter your workspace for better

focus

AI based paid parking plan in
Bengaluru sparks debate

Bengaluru’s Greater Bengaluru

Authority plans to introduce an AI-

enabled, app-based paid parking

system in areas like Jayanagar, HSR

Layout, Cubbon Park and

Koramangala to regulate on-street

parking and cut congestion. A

Chennai firm is likely to operate it,

with real-time AI monitoring, QR

code payments, and proposed fees of

Rs 30/hour for two-wheelers and Rs

50/hour for cars. While officials pitch

it as a tech-driven reform, traffic

police and residents worry about fees

on residential streets, and the move

carries political implications ahead of

civic elections.

... Read More 
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EVs To Get Costlier? Karnataka To
End Full Road Tax Exemption On
Electric Cars
Karnataka is poised to partially roll back

its generous tax incentives for electric

cars, a move that could make buying

battery-operated four-wheelers more

expensive in the state while leaving

electric two-wheelers largely

untouched. The change is embedded in

the Karnataka Motor Vehicles Taxation

Amendment Bill, 2026, which was

cleared in the recent legislative session

and now awaits the governor’s assent.

Once notified, it will alter the one-time

lifetime road tax levied at the time of

purchasing a new vehicle, ending the

full exemption that electric cars

currently enjoy. Under the proposed

structure, electric cars priced up to ₹10

lakh would attract a 5% tax, those

between ₹10 lakh and ₹25 lakh would

face an 8% levy, and vehicles above ₹25

lakh would continue to be taxed at 10%,

a rate already imposed on high-end EVs

since May 2024. For example, a ₹20 lakh

electric car could now carry a tax burden

of around ₹1.6 lakh. Transport minister

Ramalinga Reddy has defended the

proposal, stressing that the tax will

apply only to new purchases and will

not be retrospective. The government

argues the revision is necessary to

bolster revenues amid rising

expenditure on flagship guarantee

schemes. The transport department has

been set a collection target of ₹15,500

crore for 2026-27, up ₹500 crore from

the previous year, with officials

estimating that taxing electric cars

across price bands could yield about

₹259 crore annually. The move marks a

significant policy shift from Karnataka’s

earlier pro-EV stance. The state had

introduced tax exemptions in 2016 to

promote green mobility and had been

seen as an early adopter of electric

vehicle incentives. As the new regime

looms, dealers have begun warning

customers of higher on-road prices,

including those who have already made

advance bookings, adding uncertainty

for prospective EV buyers amid India’s

broader push towards electric mobility

and concerns over future fuel price

volatility.

Continued Reading from Top...

Failed Relationship: Youth Crashes
Bike Into Bus, Burnt Alive In
Karnataka
A fatal collision in Vijayapura,

Karnataka, that initially appeared to be a

routine road accident is now being

investigated as a possible case of suicide

linked to personal distress and a failed

relationship. The incident occurred on

the morning of 31 March 2026, when a

motorcycle crashed head-on into a

moving government bus on a Vijayapura

road. The impact was severe, and the

motorcycle caught fire almost instantly.

The rider, identified as Abhishek

Nagaral, was trapped in the flames and

died at the scene. The bus driver,

conductor and passengers managed to

evacuate quickly and escaped without

injuries. The bus sustained minor fire

damage, which was later brought under

control by fire personnel. What first

seemed like a tragic accident took a

significant turn after investigators

discovered that Abhishek had posted a

video on Instagram just hours before the

crash. In the video, he reportedly stated

that he would die that day, expressed

anguish over a failed romantic

relationship, and said he wanted to be

with the woman he loved. He also

blamed certain individuals for his

situation, naming three people —

Veeresh Nandur, Chaitra Nandur and

Naveen Kumar Patil — and holding

them responsible for his death. Police

say the sequence of events, combined

with the social media post, points to the

possibility that Abhishek deliberately

rammed his motorcycle into the bus.

Officers have collected the Instagram

video and related posts as evidence and

have questioned the bus driver and

other witnesses. The body has been sent

for post-mortem examination, and a

detailed forensic and technical analysis

is underway. Preliminary findings

suggest the case may be one of suicide

driven by emotional turmoil,

highlighting broader concerns about

mental health pressures among young

people and the need for early

intervention and support. The

investigation is ongoing, and authorities

say further details will emerge as the

probe progresses.

Continued Reading from Top...

Bengaluru Traffic Alert Tonight:
Roads Closed for Karaga, Check
Alternate Routes
Bengaluru will see extensive traffic

restrictions and diversions tonight as

the city prepares for the annual Karaga

festival, one of its oldest and most

significant religious events. The

Bengaluru Karaga, believed to be over

800 years old, is celebrated by the

Vahnikula Kshatriya (Thigala)

community in honour of Goddess

Draupadi and is seen as a symbol of

feminine divine power. Lakhs of

devotees are expected to participate,

prompting authorities to roll out

detailed traffic and security plans. The

main Karaga procession will begin at

midnight on April 1 from the historic

Dharmaraya Swamy Temple in central

Bengaluru and will return there after

traversing key roads in the central and

western parts of the city. In view of the

procession, several major stretches will

be closed to vehicular movement. The

road between City Market Circle and

Avenue Road Circle will be completely

shut, while Akkipete and OTC Road will

also be closed as the Karaga passes

through. These closures will be

implemented in phases, depending on

the movement of the procession. To

mitigate congestion, traffic police have

advised commuters to avoid the

procession route and instead use

alternative corridors such as SPG Road,

Town Hall and Kempegowda Road.

Residents and office-goers have been

urged to plan their travel in advance,

anticipating delays and diversions in

central areas. Security has been

significantly stepped up along the

procession route. Around 2,000

personnel, including traffic police, home

guards and civil defence staff, have been

deployed. CCTV cameras have been

installed across the route, night patrols

have been intensified, and additional

security has been posted at sensitive

points. Police Commissioner B.

Dayananda inspected the Dharmaraya

Swamy Temple and reviewed

preparations, instructing officials to

remain vigilant and ensure the smooth

and safe conduct of the festival.

Authorities have appealed to the public

to follow traffic advisories and cooperate

with enforcement personnel as

Bengaluru manages both heavy festive

crowds and urban traffic pressures.

Continued Reading from Top...

Secret Marriage, Rs 80 Lakh Salary,
AI Layoff: New Details Emerge In
Bengaluru Techie Couple Suicide
A young techie couple in Bengaluru died

by suicide within minutes of each other

on Tuesday, in a case that has drawn

attention to mental health pressures and

job insecurity in the technology sector.

Police said 32-year-old Bhanu Chander

Reddy was found dead in a locked

bedroom of the couple’s apartment in

Kothanur on Tuesday morning. His wife,

31-year-old Bibi Shaziya Siraj, died

shortly afterward after allegedly

jumping from the 18th floor of the same

residential complex. According to

investigators, Shaziya, an employee of

IBM, returned home from her night shift

around 7:30 am and became alarmed

when Reddy did not respond. She

alerted building security after

discovering the bedroom door locked

from inside. Guards forced the door

open and found Reddy dead, with a

suicide note on a table nearby. Police

said Shaziya stayed in the flat for about

20 minutes as neighbours gathered and

emergency services were called. Amid

the commotion, she is believed to have

slipped away, taken the lift to the 18th

floor and jumped. In his note, Reddy

reportedly cited job loss and escalating

anxiety as reasons for his decision. He

had previously worked in the United

States, earning about Rs 80 lakh

annually, and had bought a house there

as well as built another in Telangana.

According to police, his family said he

lost his job due to developments related

to artificial intelligence and struggled to

find new employment after returning to

India, despite support from his wife and

relatives. The couple, married for about

two and a half years, had kept their

relationship largely secret; only Reddy’s

parents were aware, while Shaziya had

not informed her family. Difficulties

arising from this secrecy reportedly

contributed to their move from

Hyderabad to Bengaluru eight months

ago. Police have opened a case and are

continuing their investigation.

Continued Reading from Top...

Bengaluru Auto Drivers Hit By
Double LPG Blow, Commuter Wait
Times To Get Longer
Auto-rickshaw drivers in Bengaluru are

facing a mounting crisis as a steep rise in

auto LPG prices coincides with a

significant drop in fuel availability,

disrupting livelihoods and daily

commuting across the city. Auto LPG

prices have nearly doubled in some

areas since before the ongoing West Asia

conflict. In Peenya 2nd Stage, rates have

climbed to about Rs 105 per litre from

around Rs 58, while in localities such as

Rajajinagar, prices have risen from

roughly Rs 80 to nearly Rs 89.52 per

litre. The surge is being linked to global

supply chain disruptions and

geopolitical tensions that have

tightened fuel markets. At the same

time, the city is witnessing an acute

shortage of LPG at filling stations. Long

queues, in some cases stretching several

kilometres, have been reported at

outlets in Mahadevapura (Hoodi),

Hesaraghatta 8th Mile,

Sheshadripuram, Rajajinagar and TC

Palya’s Ayyappanagar. Drivers are

arriving as early as 7am, with lines

spilling onto roads and causing local

traffic congestion. Some auto drivers

have been forced to push their vehicles

to fuel stations after running out of gas

mid-journey. Fuel station operators say

daily supplies have dropped from

around 12,000 litres to about 6,000

litres at several outlets. In response,

some bunks have rationed sales to

roughly Rs 400 worth of LPG per

vehicle, while others have temporarily

shut after exhausting their stock. This

contrasts with the state government’s

assertion that there is no shortage,

highlighting a growing disconnect

between official claims and ground

realities. The crisis is eroding drivers’

incomes as hours are lost in queues

instead of ferrying passengers.

Commuters are beginning to experience

longer waits for autos and may face

higher fares if the situation persists,

raising concerns about broader impacts

on urban mobility and the city’s

informal transport economy.
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On 2nd April 2011, India won the ICC

Cricket World Cup, defeating Sri Lanka in

Mumbai. This historic victory made India

world champions after 28 years, uniting

the nation in celebration.

.

On this day in 1977, Morarji Desai was

sworn in as the Prime Minister of India,

marking the first non-Congress

government to lead the country since

independence.

.

On April 2, 2005, Pope John Paul II passed

away, ending his influential papacy and

prompting mourning across the globe.

.
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