
 PAPER
BENGALURU VOL. 1 NO. 3 2026-04-10
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Bengaluru Airport Conducts
Trial For Contactless
International Travel: Here’s
What It Means

Bengaluru’s Kempegowda International

Airport has completed technical trials of

a fully contactless international travel

system that uses facial recognition

instead of physical documents.

Conducted by BIAL with IndiGo, Digi

Yatra Foundation and IATA, the pilot

demonstrated end-to-end digital

processing from booking to boarding

via a Self-Sovereign Identity framework.

Positioned as a first for India and part of

IATA’s One ID initiative, the system

aims to enable privacy-focused, globally

standardised biometric travel, with

Bengaluru currently the only Indian

airport in the programme.... Read
More

Bengaluru’s Namma Metro
Slips To 3rd Spot As Mumbai
Expands Network, Delhi
Tops List

Mumbai Metro has overtaken

Bengaluru’s Namma Metro to become

India’s second-longest operational

metro network after Delhi, following

the commissioning of new corridors

that pushed Mumbai past the 100-km

mark. Bengaluru currently operates 96

km with 83 stations and has faced

criticism over delays, particularly on the

Yellow Line, amid rapid vehicle growth

in the city. Upcoming Pink and Blue

Line sections are slated for 2026–27,

which could expand Bengaluru’s

network to about 175 km once fully

operational.... Read More

Master Health Checks, AI
And Anxiety: Are We Testing
More Than Needed?

A Bengaluru man who self-treated

anaemia using online advice was later

found to have colon cancer,

underscoring the risks of relying on

Google and AI tools to interpret medical

reports. Doctors say many people now

upload test results to chatbots instead

of consulting physicians, even though

up to 80% of tests in standard health

packages may be unnecessary. They

stress that screenings must be tailored

to age, lifestyle and family history, and

that professional guidance remains

essential despite rising use of

preventive health check-ups.... Read
More
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‘Attack On Poor’:
Siddaramaiah, Shivakumar
Slam EC Letter Over Funds,
Allege BJP Conspiracy

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah

and Deputy CM D.K. Shivakumar

accused the BJP and Election

Commission of trying to stall the state’s

flagship guarantee welfare schemes

during bypolls in Davangere and

Bagalkot. The row began after the EC

sought details of funds released during

the poll period, following a BJP

complaint that instalments could

influence voters. Congress leaders

called this a “conspiracy against the

poor” and alleged EC bias, insisting the

schemes predate the bypolls and are

being implemented legally and

transparently.... Read More 

Reading The Rain: How
Karnataka’s Coffee Growers
Are Turning To AI-Driven
Weather Tech

Coffee planters in Karnataka’s

Chikkamagaluru and Kodagu districts

are increasingly using modern, AI-

enabled rain gauges and weather

stations to cope with erratic climate and

volatile prices. Once reliant on

homemade funnels and buckets, large

growers now track detailed data on

rainfall, soil moisture, wind and

humidity to guide crop management

and marketing decisions. While

forecasting still depends on the India

Meteorological Department, farmers

say these devices improve precision

agriculture, help estimate yields and

time sales, and offer a “goldmine” of

local data amid rising weather

uncertainty.... Read More 
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You might like...
1 ‘I Will Go To Jail, I Killed Kruthika’:

Husband’s Chilling Chats Surface In
Bengaluru Doctor Murder Case

2 Biocon Wants 1 In 5 Insulin Users
Worldwide On Its Products And A
Market In Transition Is Helping

3 ‘Bengaluru Traffic Will Teach You
Patience’: Techie Withdraws Plea
After Judge’s Road Rage Rap

4 Watch Where You Park! Towing
Back In Bengaluru After 4 Years,
Charges May Be Added To Fines

5 Bengaluru Firm Duped Of Rs 26
Lakh By Cyber Fraudsters Posing As
BSF Officials

Rub half a lemon on stubborn stains on

kitchen surfaces or clothes. The natural

acidity helps break down the stain,

leaving your items cleaner. This eco-

friendly hack avoids harsh chemicals

and gives a fresh citrus scent.

New Night Frog species

discovered in Karnataka's

Western Ghats

Researchers have identified a new

frog species, Nyctibatrachus kali or

the Kali Night Frog, in the Castle Rock

region of Karnataka’s central Western

Ghats. Initially mistaken for the

Kumbara Night Frog, it was

confirmed as new through acoustic

and molecular analysis, despite its

similar appearance to known species.

The discovery, involving forest staff

and scientists, highlights the role of

citizen science and adds to India’s

growing list of amphibians amid

global declines, underscoring that

even well-studied biodiversity

hotspots still hold undiscovered

species.

... Read More 

Explain It Like I Am 5
Festivals are special days when families and

friends come together to have fun, eat

yummy food, and remember important

stories or events. They help us feel happy,

share joy, and learn about our culture and

traditions.

Two new trains to boost

Bengaluru ORR Namma Metro

Blue Line

Bengaluru’s Namma Metro Blue Line,

running along the congested Outer

Ring Road between Central Silk

Board and KR Pura, will get two

additional trains to boost capacity

and frequency. The corridor, part of

Phase 2 and serving key IT hubs like

HSR Layout, Bellandur and

Marathahalli, is under construction

and expected to open in phases, with

this stretch likely among the first.

Authorities say the move aims to cut

waiting times, handle peak-hour

demand, and ease traffic congestion

in the city’s main tech belt.

... Read More 
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Did You Know?
Did you know India grows over 70% of the

world’s spices? From cardamom to chili,

Indian farms are a treasure trove for spicy

flavors enjoyed globally.

Hyderabad tops liveability

index as Bengaluru slips to

second place

A new “VRCT 2026” City Index by

Unboxing BLR ranks Hyderabad as

India’s most liveable metropolitan

city, ahead of Bengaluru. The report,

released at the Indiaspora Global AI

Summit, evaluates eight major cities

on 15 parameters, including housing,

travel, infrastructure, diversity and

climate. Hyderabad’s top ranking is

driven by stronger housing and

diversity, while Bengaluru remains

dominant in jobs, startups and tech

talent. Delhi NCR and Mumbai lead

in economic heft. The findings

suggest India’s urban power balance

is gradually shifting across multiple

metros.

... Read More 

Meme of the Day

When chai is life but your boss schedules a

meeting during tea time.

From Daily Wage Labourer To

Founder, Gurumurthy Builds

Gupio

Bengaluru-based start-up Gupio is

tackling the city’s growing corporate

parking crisis by offering organised

parking solutions and shuttle

services for employees. Founded by

30-year-old Gurumurthy, who grew

up in extreme poverty in rural

Karnataka and worked multiple low-

paying jobs, the company began in

2023 with Rs 7,500 and a loan

against his wife’s gold. Gupio now

operates in five cities, employs 130

people, manages about 9,000

vehicles daily, has a turnover of Rs 6

crore, and provides free food and

accommodation to staff.

... Read More 

Five Things to Do Today
1.  Call a friend and catch up.

2.  Read about India’s Olympic history.

3.  Try a new spice in your cooking.

4.  Take a 15-minute walk outdoors.

5.  Watch a short documentary online.

LPG crisis disrupts ancestral

rites at Bengaluru shraadha

centres

An LPG shortage in Bengaluru has

forced many shraadha kendras—

centres that organise Hindu ancestral

rites and ritual feasts—to cancel

bookings, disrupting families who

rely on them instead of performing

ceremonies at home. These centres

typically handle cooking for 20–50

people per event and up to 300

people a day, providing priests, food

and logistics for a fixed price. With

gas supplies hit, operators are halting

services and refunding advances,

leaving families scrambling for

alternatives and specialised cooks

facing job uncertainty.

... Read More 
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Bengaluru Airport Conducts Trial

For Contactless International Travel:

Here’s What It Means
Bengaluru’s Kempegowda International

Airport has completed technical trials of

a fully contactless international travel

system that uses facial recognition in

place of physical documents,

positioning India at the forefront of

biometric-enabled air travel. Conducted

by Bangalore International Airport

Limited (BIAL) with IndiGo, Digi Yatra

Foundation and the International Air

Transport Association (IATA), the trials

demonstrated an end-to-end digital

journey—from ticket booking to

boarding—powered by biometric

authentication. The initiative is part of

IATA’s global “One ID” push to

standardise contactless travel, and

Bengaluru is currently the only Indian

airport in this programme, placing it

alongside leading international hubs

testing similar systems. Central to the

trial is a Self-Sovereign Identity (SSI)

framework, which allows passengers to

establish and verify their identity using

facial recognition while retaining

control over their data. Credentials such

as boarding passes can be shared

securely between apps, reducing the

need for physical documents and

manual checks at multiple airport

touchpoints. The project aims to test

both feasibility and scalability amid

rising international traffic. While India’s

Digi Yatra system already supports

biometric processing for domestic

flights, extending it to international

routes requires adherence to global

standards and regulatory approvals.

Officials stressed a privacy-first,

consent-led approach, with data used

minimally and only for defined

purposes, in line with international

efforts to build trust in digital identity

systems. IndiGo and BIAL executives

framed the trials as a step toward a

seamless, interoperable, contactless

travel ecosystem that could be replicated

across other airports. IATA sees the

effort as evidence of India’s growing role

in shaping digital and contactless travel.

The proof-of-concept suggests that the

country’s digital identity infrastructure

can be expanded beyond domestic use

to enable faster, more secure, and

globally trusted international journeys.

Continued Reading from Top...

Bengaluru’s Namma Metro Slips To

3rd Spot As Mumbai Expands

Network, Delhi Tops List
Mumbai has overtaken Bengaluru to

become India’s second-largest metro

network by operational length,

following the commissioning of new

corridors that pushed its network

beyond 100 km, according to The Times

of India. The latest additions include the

Dahisar–Kashigaon stretch and the first

section of Line 2B between Mandale and

Diamond Garden, improving

connectivity to Thane district and

strengthening links across Mumbai’s

eastern suburbs. Delhi Metro remains

the country’s largest system, spanning

416 km with 303 stations. Bengaluru’s

Namma Metro now stands third,

operating 96 km with 83 stations.

Nearly 19 km of this, part of the Yellow

Line, was added in the past year.

Namma Metro, which began operations

in 2011 with a 7-km elevated line

between Byappanahalli and MG Road,

has grown to about 89–96 km over

roughly 15 years, averaging around 6 km

of new track annually. Mumbai Metro,

which started later in 2014, has

surpassed Bengaluru in a shorter period,

highlighting differing project execution

speeds. The slower pace in Bengaluru

has drawn criticism, particularly as the

city struggles with mounting traffic.

Vehicle registrations crossed 1.25 crore in

February 2026, with about 2,100 new

vehicles added daily, intensifying

pressure on public transport

infrastructure. Delays on the Yellow

Line, attributed to extended

construction timelines and a shortage of

coaches, have limited service quality.

Trains currently run at nine-minute

intervals during peak hours, and full-

scale operations are still months away.

Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation

Limited is now banking on upcoming

expansions to regain momentum. A 7-

km stretch of the Pink Line from Kalena

Agrahara to Tavarekere is slated for a

partial launch by mid-2026, with

sufficient rolling stock already in place.

The Blue Line segment from Silk Board

to KR Pura is also targeted for 2026,

while the extension to Kempegowda

International Airport has been pushed

to 2027. Once these projects are

completed, Bengaluru’s metro network

is projected to nearly double, reaching

about 175 km, potentially reshaping

urban mobility in the city.

Continued Reading from Top...

Master Health Checks, AI And

Anxiety: Are We Testing More Than

Needed?
A routine annual health check-up in

Bengaluru led to a colon cancer

diagnosis for a 42-year-old man,

underscoring both the value of

preventive screening and the risks of

self-interpreting medical reports via the

internet and AI tools. The man, who had

been undergoing yearly “master health

check-ups”, noticed anaemia in one

year’s report and, without consulting a

doctor, relied on Google to understand

low haemoglobin levels. He began

taking iron supplements based on online

advice. When repeat tests months later

still showed anaemia, he finally sought

medical help. Further evaluation

revealed blood in the colon, and he was

diagnosed with colon cancer—an illness

that had initially appeared only as

abnormal blood parameters. Doctors say

this case reflects a broader trend:

patients increasingly turn to search

engines and AI chatbots to interpret

complex test reports. Dr Sunil

Havannavar, senior consultant in

internal medicine at Manipal Hospital,

Sarjapur, warned that more than half of

people undergoing health check-ups

either Google individual parameters or

upload entire reports to AI tools. He

stressed that such tools may be

inaccurate and cannot replace a

physician’s judgment, particularly in

deciding which tests are appropriate.

Experts argue that standard “master

health check” packages are often poorly

tailored, with up to 80% of included

tests potentially irrelevant for a given

individual. They recommend age-,

lifestyle- and gender-specific screening

strategies, such as heart disease tests

and cancer screenings after 40, and

more targeted checks for younger people

with risk factors. Hospitals in Bengaluru

report a sharp rise in preventive check-

ups, especially around the financial

year-end, driven partly by insurance

coverage for health packages. While this

reflects growing awareness of preventive

care, doctors emphasise that tests are

only supportive tools and must be

interpreted in consultation with

qualified clinicians, not solely through

online resources or AI.

Continued Reading from Top...

‘Attack On Poor’: Siddaramaiah,

Shivakumar Slam EC Letter Over

Funds, Allege BJP Conspiracy
Karnataka’s ruling Congress and the

opposition BJP are locked in a fresh

confrontation after the Election

Commission of India (EC) sought details

of funds released under the state

government’s flagship “guarantee

schemes” during ongoing bypolls in

Davangere and Bagalkot. Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah and Deputy Chief

Minister D.K. Shivakumar have accused

the BJP of using the EC to stall welfare

programmes that form the core of the

Congress government’s agenda. The

guarantees, key promises in the 2023

Assembly election campaign, include

cash transfers and subsidies aimed at

women, the poor and unemployed

youth. The government says it has spent

over ₹1.25 lakh crore on these schemes in

the last two-and-a-half years.

Shivakumar alleged that the BJP wrote

to the EC objecting to the release of

instalments during the bypoll period,

calling it a “conspiracy” to stop benefits

and an “attack on the poor.” He insisted

that all payments have been made

within the legal framework and assured

beneficiaries that instalments would

continue, with this month’s tranche to

be released after polling. Siddaramaiah

described the EC’s move as “suspicious

and discriminatory,” arguing that the

schemes predate the bypolls and are

part of routine governance rather than

election-time inducements. He accused

the Commission of “double standards,”

claiming it did not intervene in similar

cash transfer initiatives announced

before elections in states such as

Maharashtra and Bihar. The BJP, which

has questioned both the timing and

fiscal sustainability of the guarantees,

contends that releasing instalments

during the campaign could influence

voters. The EC’s eventual decision on

whether the payments violate the Model

Code of Conduct is likely to have

significant political implications,

shaping not only the outcome of the

bypolls but also the broader debate over

welfare schemes and electoral fairness

in Karnataka.

Continued Reading from Top...

Reading The Rain: How Karnataka’s

Coffee Growers Are Turning To AI-

Driven Weather Tech
In Karnataka’s key coffee-growing

districts of Chikkamagaluru and

Kodagu, farmers are increasingly

turning to sophisticated weather-

monitoring devices to cope with volatile

climate patterns and uncertain crop

prices. Large planters, typically those

with 50 acres or more, have long used

rain gauges, but what were once simple

funnel-and-bucket setups have evolved

into AI-enabled instruments and

automated weather stations costing

anywhere from Rs 1,000 to Rs 5 lakh.

These devices now measure rainfall,

sunshine, wind speed and direction,

evaporation, soil moisture and

humidity, providing granular, real-time

data at the farm level. Experts say this

information is transforming “precision

agriculture” for commercial crops such

as coffee, black pepper, cardamom and

vanilla, which are often grown together

to diversify income. According to former

Karnataka State Natural Disaster

Monitoring Centre director Dr Srinivas

Reddy, the data helps farmers estimate

production, anticipate disease, and

gauge likely yield trends, which in turn

inform marketing and storage decisions.

Some farmers maintain detailed logs

and even share their readings with

neighbours and state agencies,

improving the density of weather data

available to forecasters. Despite these

advances, forecasting still depends on

the India Meteorological Department

and agricultural meteorologists, who

use broader models to predict future

rainfall. The devices primarily enhance

local planning rather than replace

official forecasts. The stakes are high.

India produces about 3.7–3.9 lakh metric

tonnes of coffee annually, with

Karnataka contributing roughly 70–71

percent, largely from Chikkamagaluru,

Kodagu and Hassan. Coffee in these

regions is highly sensitive to blossom

showers, evenly spread rainfall and

stable temperatures. Recent years of

erratic rain, hailstorms and heat spikes

have damaged blossoms, increased

disease risk and hit yields, making both

production and prices harder to predict.

For growers, the new technology cannot

control the weather, but it offers a

critical edge: more dependable, localised

knowledge in an increasingly uncertain

climate.
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On 10 April 1912, the first Indian Olympic

Games were held in Delhi, marking India’s

entry into global athletic competition.

.

On this day in 1979, India launched its first

communication satellite, APPLE, paving

the way for modern telecommunication

services.

.

The Titanic set sail from Southampton on

10 April 1912, beginning its ill-fated maiden

voyage across the Atlantic.

.
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