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IPL 2026, RCB Vs SRH: M
Chinnaswamy Stadium Pitch
Report, Weather Forecast

Royal Challengers Bengaluru begin

their IPL 2026 title defence on Saturday,

28 March, against former champions

Sunrisers Hyderabad at the M

Chinnaswamy Stadium. Fresh from

ending a 17-year trophy drought under

Virat Kohli, RCB open the tournament

in a high-scoring venue known for short

boundaries and batting-friendly

pitches. Clear skies, high humidity and

no rain are forecast in Bengaluru, with

conditions expected to favour batters

and raise the prospect of 200-plus

totals in the season’s curtain-raiser....

Read More 

KSRTC Bus In Bengaluru
Catches Fire Near Lulu Mall,
What Caused The Blaze And
How Passengers Escaped

A KSRTC bus travelling from Bengaluru

to Shivamogga caught fire near Lulu

Mall on Thursday night, causing panic

but no injuries. The driver noticed

smoke around 10:20 pm, stopped the

bus, and, along with the crew,

evacuated all passengers before flames

spread. A suspected diesel leak in the

fuel pipeline is believed to have

triggered the blaze, which briefly

affected traffic between Rajajinagar and

Majestic. Firefighters doused the fire,

KSRTC arranged an alternative bus, and

police have registered a case and begun

an investigation.... Read More 

Aircraft Door Stunt, Abusive
X Rant: IIT Graduate In
Trouble With Bengaluru
Cops Twice In 24 Hours

A 26-year-old IIT-Bombay graduate,

Utkarsh Gautam from Jaipur, allegedly

tried to open an emergency exit mid-air

on an IndiGo Jaipur-Bengaluru flight on

March 22 and abused the cabin crew

when restrained. Bengaluru Police

questioned and released him after a

non-cognisable report was filed, with

his family citing treatment for bipolar

disorder. Later, he allegedly posted

abusive videos on X and Instagram

accusing police of illegal arrest and

assault. Police deny this and have

booked him for public mischief and

defamation.... Read More 
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Silk Board To KR Pura Metro
Line Gets 2 New Trains ORR
Traffic Set To Ease

Bengaluru’s Namma Metro Blue Line,

running along the congested Outer Ring

Road between Central Silk Board and

KR Pura, will get two additional trains

to boost capacity and frequency. The

line, part of Phase 2 and serving key IT

hubs like HSR Layout, Bellandur and

Marathahalli, is under construction and

expected to open in phases, with this

stretch likely among the first.

Authorities say the move aims to cut

waiting times, handle peak-hour

demand and ease traffic congestion in

the city’s tech corridor.... Read More 

Bengaluru Firm Duped Of Rs
26 Lakh By Cyber Fraudsters
Posing As BSF Officials

Bengaluru-based UNICASE, a supplier

of hard plastic cases to defence

organisations, lost over Rs 26 lakh in a

cyber fraud by scammers posing as

Border Security Force officials. The

fraudsters used fake identities, a bogus

purchase order and calls from a

supposed accounts officer citing

“Indian Army procedure” to get the firm

to make a series of bank transfers,

initially using small “test” payments to

build trust. After the loss was

discovered, the company alerted the

cybercrime helpline; police are tracing

suspects and trying to freeze accounts....

Read More 
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You might like...
1 ‘There Was Nothing Wrong…’,

Deputy CM DK Shivakumar Defends
MLAs Over ‘VIP’ IPL Ticket Row

2 Bengaluru Man Pays for Hair
Transplant, Gets Wig Instead:
Court Steps In

3 Rainy Week Ahead: Bengaluru May
See Continuous Showers Till April
2

4 IPL 2026, RCB Vs SRH: When And
Where To Watch Curtain-Raiser,
Live Streaming Details And Full
Squad

5 Parking Rules For Bengaluru IPL
Matches: No Parking Allowed On
These Road On March 28 & April 5

Need ripe bananas for your recipe?

Place unripe bananas in a brown paper

bag with an apple. The ethylene gas

released speeds up ripening, making

your bananas ready to eat or cook

within a day.

Bengaluru-Mysuru highway

toll hike from April 1 to hit

motorists

Toll charges on Karnataka’s national

highways will rise 3–5% from April 1

under an inflation-linked annual

revision based on the Wholesale Price

Index. One-way toll for cars on the

access-controlled Bengaluru–Mysuru

highway increases to Rs 355, with

hikes across most vehicle categories

and plazas, though some car tolls

remain unchanged. Bengaluru

Satellite Town Ring Road car tolls rise

about 5–6%. The new rates,

implemented under National

Highways Fee Rules, will remain in

force until March 31, 2027, with

further revisions due later this year.

... Read More 

Explain it like I'm 5
A rainbow happens when sunlight shines

through raindrops in the sky. The raindrops

act like tiny prisms, splitting the sunlight into

many colours, making a beautiful arc in the

sky that we call a rainbow.

A ‘Tock’ Near Karnataka’s Kali

River Led Experts To A Frog No

One Knew About

Researchers have identified a new

frog species, Nyctibatrachus kali or

the Kali Night Frog, in the Castle Rock

area of Karnataka’s central Western

Ghats. Initially mistaken for the

Kumbara Night Frog, it was

confirmed as a distinct species

through acoustic and molecular

analysis, despite its near-identical

appearance. The stream-dwelling

frog’s discovery, aided by forest staff

and citizen scientists, highlights the

Western Ghats’ rich but still

incompletely known biodiversity

amid global amphibian declines

driven by habitat loss, climate change

and disease.

... Read More 
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Did you know?
Did you know the Indian Railways is one of

the world’s largest employers, with over 1.3

million people working to keep trains running

across the country every day?

Bengaluru one-way violations

double as fatal crashes

highlight menace

Wrong-side driving and one-way

violations are surging on Bengaluru’s

roads, causing deadly and serious

crashes despite police crackdowns.

Bengaluru Traffic Police data show

cases more than doubled from

1,44,290 in 2023 to 3,02,962 in 2025,

with 1,35,229 already in early 2026.

Officials blame motorists’ preference

for shortcuts and note rising

violations across major corridors and

inner roads. While the Central

Business District’s one-way system is

cited as a success, police say

enforcement, engineering and public

attitude change are all urgently

needed.

... Read More 

Meme of the day

When you realise your chai is missing but

the day has just started!

Heading To RCB Match On

Saturday? Bengaluru Metro To

Run Till 2 AM, Check Timings

Bengaluru Metro will extend services

till about 2 a.m. on March 28 for the

IPL 2026 opener at M Chinnaswamy

Stadium, aiming to ease traffic and

encourage public transport use.

Trains from all terminal stations and

Majestic will run past midnight, with

added parking at 44 metro stations

(Rs 30 for two-wheelers, Rs 60 for

cars). Match tickets will carry QR

codes enabling two-way metro travel

without separate tickets. Fans are

advised to alight at Cubbon Park or

MG Road stations and walk to the

stadium.

... Read More 

Five Things to do today
1.  Try a new Indian breakfast recipe at

home.

2.  Read a chapter from an inspiring book.

3.  Take a 15-minute walk after lunch.

4.  Call a friend or family member for a chat.

5.  Declutter your workspace for better

productivity.

Hyderabad overtakes

Bengaluru as India’s most

liveable metro: Report

Hyderabad has overtaken Bengaluru

as India’s most liveable metropolitan

city, according to the VRCT 2026 City

Index by Unboxing BLR. The report,

released at the Indiaspora Global AI

Summit, ranks eight major cities on

15 parameters, including travel,

housing, infrastructure, diversity and

climate. Hyderabad’s top ranking is

driven by stronger housing and

diversity, while Bengaluru slips to

second despite leading in jobs, tech

talent and startups. Delhi NCR and

Mumbai top the Economic Heft

Index, underscoring a shifting urban

landscape across India.

... Read More 
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IPL 2026, RCB Vs SRH: M

Chinnaswamy Stadium Pitch

Report, Weather Forecast
Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) will

begin their Indian Premier League (IPL)

title defence on March 28, 2026, facing

former champions Sunrisers Hyderabad

in the season opener at the M

Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru.

The curtain-raiser, traditionally reserved

for the defending champions, comes on

the back of a historic 2025 campaign in

which RCB ended a 17-year wait for their

first IPL trophy. Central to that

breakthrough was former India captain

Virat Kohli, who finally lifted the IPL

title in his 18th season with the

franchise, a milestone widely framed as

“No. 18 reaching the promised land on

the 18th attempt.” Kohli is expected to

again be at the forefront as RCB seek to

build on last season’s success and

establish themselves as a sustained force

rather than a one-off champion. The

clash against Sunrisers Hyderabad pits

two batting-heavy line-ups against each

other at one of the most high-scoring

venues in T20 cricket. The

Chinnaswamy Stadium is renowned for

its flat pitch, true bounce and short

boundaries, conditions that heavily

favour batters and often leave bowlers

frustrated as even mishits can clear the

ropes. Previous encounters between

these sides at this venue have frequently

produced high totals, and bookmakers

are tipping the 2026 opener to cross the

200-run mark. Weather forecasts

indicate clear skies and no rain

interruptions, with hotter-than-usual,

humid summer conditions in Bengaluru.

Daytime temperatures are expected to

hover between 32°C and 34°C, cooling to

around 18–20°C in the evening, ideal for

a full, uninterrupted contest. With

favourable batting conditions, star

power on both sides and the symbolic

weight of RCB’s first title defence, the

match is poised to be a potentially

record-breaking start to the new IPL

season.

Continued Reading from Top...

KSRTC Bus In Bengaluru Catches

Fire Near Lulu Mall, What Caused

The Blaze And How Passengers

Escaped
A Karnataka State Road Transport

Corporation (KSRTC) bus travelling

from Bengaluru to Shivamogga caught

fire near Lulu Mall in west Bengaluru on

Thursday night, causing panic on one of

the city’s busiest stretches but resulting

in no injuries. The incident occurred

around 10:20 pm on the main road

opposite Lulu Mall, on the corridor

connecting Rajajinagar and Majestic.

The bus had departed from

Kempegowda Bus Stand (Majestic) and

was en route to Shivamogga when the

driver reportedly noticed smoke coming

from the vehicle shortly after leaving the

central bus station. Preliminary reports

suggest the fire may have been triggered

by a diesel leak in the fuel pipeline,

though officials have yet to confirm the

exact cause. On detecting the problem,

the driver immediately pulled the bus to

the roadside, and the crew instructed

passengers to disembark. All passengers

were evacuated before the flames

spread, a response authorities say likely

averted a major tragedy. Witnesses

reported seeing the bus quickly engulfed

in flames, alarming motorists,

pedestrians and shoppers in the vicinity.

The blaze intensified to the point that

flames reached nearby metro pillars,

heightening safety concerns in the

densely trafficked area. Fire brigade

teams arrived promptly and managed to

extinguish the fire, but the operation led

to temporary traffic disruption on the

arterial route between Rajajinagar and

Majestic. KSRTC arranged an alternative

bus so that stranded passengers could

continue their journey to Shivamogga.

Police have registered a case and

launched an investigation into the

technical fault, focusing on the

suspected fuel leak and overall vehicle

maintenance. The incident underscores

ongoing concerns over the safety of

public transport fleets and the

importance of rapid emergency response

in preventing casualties on crowded

urban roads. Authorities say findings

from the probe will be used to help

prevent similar incidents in future.

Continued Reading from Top...

Aircraft Door Stunt, Abusive X Rant:

IIT Graduate In Trouble With

Bengaluru Cops Twice In 24 Hours
A 26-year-old IIT-Bombay graduate

from Jaipur, Utkarsh Gautam, is at the

centre of a controversy involving alleged

mid-air misconduct and an online tirade

against law enforcement, drawing

attention to aviation safety, policing,

and mental health. The incident began

on March 22 aboard IndiGo flight 6E 373

from Jaipur to Bengaluru. During the

flight, Gautam allegedly attempted to

open an emergency exit door while the

aircraft was in the air. Cabin crew

intervened and restrained him, after

which he is said to have abused and

threatened them. On landing at

Bengaluru’s Kempegowda International

Airport, airline staff alerted security, and

a complaint was filed at the airport

police station. Police registered a non-

cognisable report based on the airline’s

complaint and questioned Gautam for

nearly three hours. Officers cited in

media reports said his unruly behaviour

continued during questioning. Gautam’s

father and a friend informed police that

he had been under treatment for bipolar

disorder for about a year and was

currently unemployed, despite previous

stints in London and with major Indian

corporates. He was released after giving

a statement, and his father took him

back to Jaipur the same day. The case

escalated later that night when Gautam

allegedly posted a series of abusive

videos on X and Instagram, accusing

Bengaluru Police of illegally arresting

and assaulting him, and urging Mumbai

Police to act against them. Bengaluru

Police have denied these claims, stating

that he was neither formally arrested

nor assaulted. Following the social

media posts, Gautam has been booked

for public mischief and defamation.

Police have reportedly asked his father

to bring him back to Bengaluru for

further legal proceedings, as the case

now spans aviation safety concerns,

online speech, and questions around

handling of individuals with mental

health conditions.

Continued Reading from Top...

Silk Board To KR Pura Metro Line

Gets 2 New Trains ORR Traffic Set To

Ease
Bengaluru’s efforts to tackle crippling

traffic along the Outer Ring Road (ORR)

have gained momentum with plans to

deploy two additional trains on the

upcoming Namma Metro Blue Line

corridor between Central Silk Board and

KR Pura. The move is part of a broader

strategy to boost operational readiness

and service reliability ahead of the line’s

opening. The Blue Line, being built

under Phase 2 of Namma Metro, runs

along one of the city’s most congested

stretches, cutting through key

residential and commercial zones such

as HSR Layout, Bellandur and

Marathahalli. This belt hosts several

major IT parks and office complexes,

making it a daily choke point for

thousands of tech workers and other

commuters who currently rely heavily

on road transport. Officials say the extra

trains are intended to increase capacity

and improve frequency on what is

expected to be one of the network’s

busiest corridors. With high ridership

anticipated from day one, the additional

rolling stock is aimed at reducing

waiting times, managing peak-hour

crowds and ensuring more dependable

services. Construction on the Blue Line

is ongoing, and authorities are planning

a phased opening. The Central Silk

Board–KR Pura section is likely to be

prioritised because of its strategic role in

linking major employment hubs and

providing an alternative to the ORR’s

overburdened road network. Urban

planners and transport officials view the

corridor as a potential “game-changer”

for Bengaluru’s mobility landscape. By

shifting a significant share of

commuters from private vehicles and

buses to metro rail, the Blue Line is

expected to cut travel times, ease

congestion and improve connectivity

across the city’s eastern and

southeastern neighbourhoods. The

decision to induct additional trains

ahead of launch underscores a push to

create a more robust and future-ready

metro system as Bengaluru struggles to

keep pace with rapid growth and rising

transport demand.

Continued Reading from Top...

Bengaluru Firm Duped Of Rs 26

Lakh By Cyber Fraudsters Posing As

BSF Officials
A Bengaluru-based supplier to defence

organisations has reported losing more

than ₹26 lakh in a sophisticated cyber

fraud involving individuals posing as

Border Security Force (BSF) officials,

highlighting growing risks for

businesses dealing with government

and defence entities. UNICASE, a

company that imports and supplies hard

plastic cases across India, including to

defence agencies, filed a complaint with

the East Division cybercrime police after

being duped earlier this month.

According to the complaint, the fraud

began on March 9, when a caller

identifying himself as “Akshay Kumar”

from the BSF Yelahanka purchase

department contacted the firm with a

product enquiry. On March 11, the same

person allegedly sent a formal-looking

purchase order, lending credibility to the

approach. In line with standard business

practice, UNICASE issued a proforma

invoice and requested a 50% advance.

Soon after, another caller, claiming to be

“Kuldeep Singh” from the BSF accounts

department, told the company that

payments would be processed as per

“Indian Army procedure”. Using this

pretext, the fraudsters instructed the

firm to conduct a series of bank

transactions. They first requested small

“test” transfers, one of which was

reportedly refunded with a higher

amount, apparently to build trust and

demonstrate supposed institutional

backing. Once confidence was

established, the company was

persuaded to transfer larger amounts to

multiple bank accounts. By the time

UNICASE realised the ruse, over ₹26

lakh had been debited from its current

account. The company then contacted

the national Cyber Crime Helpline

(1930) and lodged a formal complaint,

providing full transaction details. The

East Division cybercrime unit has

launched an investigation, is attempting

to trace the beneficiaries, and is working

with banks to freeze the accounts

involved. Authorities are also trying to

recover the funds. The case underscores

the use of impersonation, forged

documentation and staged refunds in

targeting vendors linked to defence and

government supply chains.
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On 28th March 1930, Mahatma Gandhi led

the Salt Satyagraha, inspiring thousands

to join the freedom movement by making

salt from seawater in defiance of British

laws.

.

On this day in 1963, Pandit Jawaharlal

Nehru inaugurated the Bhakra Nangal

Hydro Power Project, a significant step in

India's industrial and agricultural growth.

.

In 1979, on March 28, the Three Mile Island

nuclear accident occurred in the USA,

raising global awareness about nuclear

safety and emergency preparedness.

.
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